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COMMUNITIES — WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 
1097. Hon NICK GOIRAN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the Auditor General’s 2019 report Working with children checks: Follow-up. 
(1) Is the Leader of the House aware that in 2018–19 — 

(a) the Department of Communities took an average of 211 days to issue negative notices to 
105 applicants to whom it had not previously issued an interim negative notice? 

(b) 53 of those applicants who were found to be unsuitable to work with children were allowed to 
do so for 14 192 days until their applications were assessed? 

(2) I refer to 2021–22. 

(a) How many negative notices were issued? 

(b) What was the longest number of days that someone was able to work with children prior to 
receiving a negative notice? 

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) (a)–(b) Yes. 

(2) (a) A total of 198 negative notices were issued. 

(b) The longest was 174 days. 

Under the current working with children legislation, an interim negative notice can be issued only after an initial 
assessment has been undertaken and a letter is sent to the applicant proposing to issue a negative notice and inviting 
a submission. 

The proposed amendments to the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 seek to improve 
timeliness around interim negative notices by allowing for the issuing of an interim negative notice independently 
of a proposal to issue a negative notice at any stage of the assessment or reassessment process. This would decouple 
the interim negative notice process from the negative notice process. 
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